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Preface to Volumes Five and Six

Fifty two years ago, in the summer of 1958, I submitted to my teacher, Professor
Isaiah Tishby, a masterls thesis on MS. Oxford 1567 — the Book of Divine Glory
by Rabbi Judah the Pious of Regensburg, housed in the Bodleian Library. I
broadened my study of this text in my Ph.D. thesis submitted to the Hebrew
University in 1963. Since then I have published about a dozen books and scores
of articles dealing with various aspects of the history and teachings of Jewish
esotericism and mysticism that flourished in Germany and Northern France at the
end of the twelfth and the beginning of the thirteenth century. The volumes
presented here comprise the results of my fifty years of study of this subject,
including corrections of many past errors.

Works of early-twelfth- and thirteenth-century Jewish esotericism and mysticism
in Germany and northern France received only scant scholarly attention before the
middle of the twentieth century, with Abraham Epstein and Y.N. Simhony devoting
a few articles to the subjectls investigation. This changed with Gershom Scholemls
study, “The Pietists of Medieval Germany,” in his Major Trends in Jewish
Mysticism (1941, 1954). Isaiah Tishby dedicated a year-long lecture series to this
subject, and encouraged me to continue research of this field. Ephraim E. Urbach,
who assisted me in many ways in my work, treated main subjects in the teachings
of the Kalonymus school in his four-volume edition of Arugat ha-Bosem
(1938-1964) and in his other books and articles.

Laboring alone in this field for many years, I attempted to draw the outlines of the
teachings of esotericism and mysticism of twelfth- and thirteenth-century
Ashkenaz, relying mainly on material found only in manuscripts. A growing group
of scholars joined the study of this subject, among them Haym Soloveitchik and
Ivan Marcus, followed by Israel Ta-Shema, Daniel Abrams, Elliot Wolfson, Moshe
Idel, Klaus Herrmann, Ephrayim Kanarfogel, Tamar Alexander, Abraham
Grossman, Hana Liss, Gerold Necker, Naama Ben Shahar and others. It seems

today that study of Jewish mysticism and esotericism of this period in central



Europe has achieved its proper status alongside study of ancient Jewish mysticism
and early kabbalah.

Several textual studies that I published many years ago are included in these
volumes. Naama ben Shahar, who has re-examined and compared the texts to the
manuscripts, has corrected and updated my original findings.

While these volumes were being printed, I was concluding work on the seventh
and eighth volumes, which deal with the beginning of the kabbalah in Provence
and Spain. Volume Seven includes studies of three major subjects: the “Circle of
Contemplation” of mystics at the beginning of the thirteenth century, the Sefer
Bahir, the first work of the kabbalah and the early kabbalists in Provence, whose
main teacher was Rabbi Isaac the Blind. Volume Eight is dedicated to the
kabbalistic circle in Gerona, in Catalonia, headed by Nachmanides (Rabbi Moshe
ben Nahman). The first six volumes of this work may be described as studying
pre-kabbalistic Jewish mysticism. The later volumes, beginning with Volume
Seven deal first and foremost with the history of the kabbalah.

It is my pleasure to thank Mrs. Naama Ben Shahar, my diligent and devoted
research assistant, without whose help this work could not have been completed.
Mr. Israel Hazani edited these volumes as he did the previous ones, and added
many insights that were helpful in giving the work its final shape. Thanks are due
to Mr. Yechezkel Hovav and Mrs. Maayan Avinery and the entire staff of the
Zalman Shazar Center foe Jewish History, and first and foremost to its director,
Mr. Zvi Yekutiel, who orchestrated the project. The Arcadia Fund in London,
headed by Dr. Lizbet Rausing, has continued to support this project, and I thank
them from the bottom of my heart.

January 2011

Jerusalem, The Hebrew University of Jersualem
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