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ix

Preface

This book, The Verein: Pioneers of the Science of Judaism in Germany, is 

about an episode in Jewish history that was seemingly marginal, but in fact 

marked a revolutionary turn in Jewish history and thought. This is the story 

of a small group of young people, visionaries and revolutionaries, who, 

in November 1819, established in Berlin the “Verein [Association] for the 

Culture and Science of Judaism,” which operated until the summer of 1824. 

Like many Jewish intellectuals, the members of the Verein found themselves 

in the dilemma of emancipation: how to reconcile their aspiration to become 

fully integrated in the countries in which they lived with the will to preserve 

the existence and distinctiveness of Judaism. In the spirit of the times they 

declared that their goal was to realize both the freedom of the Jews and the 

freedom of Judaism. The former, the freedom of the Jews, they sought to 

promote in the form of an equality of civil rights, which was to be achieved 

by a civil society struggling for its own freedom. The latter, the freedom 

of Judaism, they wished to realize by creating a “Science of Judaism” that 

would depict Judaism as one of the pillars of European culture and would 

represent it in the public sphere, thereby reintegrating Judaism in world 

history. By presenting Jews as a people among peoples, they intended to 

ensure the continued existence of Judaism in the post-emancipation era. In 

their vision, civil society and science embody the same “general” place in 

liberal idea of citizenship.

 The modern “Science of Judaism” proclaimed a revolution in the self-

perception of Judaism. From a normative system of laws and ways of life 

prescribed by halakha, Judaism was to become a culture, embodied in the 

Jewish literary creation in all genres throughout history. It is the experience of 

existing as a minority that led the persons studied in this book to their critical 

position in both the socio-political sphere and in science. The emergence 
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