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Preface

Ronit Porat, who prepared the indices with intelligence and good taste, and
to Mr. Reuven Sofer, who skillfully drew the maps. I am grateful too to Ms.
Rachel Grossman, who typed some of the chapters, and to Mr. Shimon Hen
for his professional type-setting of the book.

Aharon Oppenheimer Tel Aviv University
Purim 2017

VIII



Preface

This book sets out the history of the Jews of Babylonia in one of their most
brilliant periods: that of the amora’im, around 200-500 CE. It was this
period, born out of the mass emigration of refugees from Palestine to
Babylonia in the wake of the Bar Kokhba rebellion in the second century,
that saw the flourishing of the amora’im of the Babylonian yeshivot who
produced the Babylonian Talmud, which was to lay down the halakha for
its own generation and for generations to come. The goal of the book is to
analyze the political, economic, and social history of the Jews in the
settlements of Babylonia, and also to address aspects of the historical
geography of Jewish Babylonia.

The office of the resh galuta (exilarch) and the great yeshivot, two
institutions that were characteristic of Babylonian Jewry, have been widely
researched. This book will deal, however, with the history of the Jews of
Babylonia during the Tannaitic and Amoraic Periods. It focuses particularly
on their history during the time between the repressive legislation that
followed the Bar Kokhba revolt in the years 135/6—-138 CE, and the return
of Rav from Palestine to Babylonia in 219 CE, on the foundation of the
great yeshivot, and on the beginning of the period of the amora’im.

The chapters of the book are partly based on earlier papers, but have been
entirely rewritten for the present work. In a couple of cases there are
overlaps (e.g. the purity of genealogy in Babylonia is discussed in a number
of different chapters); I allowed a certain amount of repetition so that each
chapter can stand by itself.

It is my pleasant duty to thank Professor Simchah Goldin, the Head of
the Goldstein-Goren Diaspora Research Center at Tel Aviv University, Mr.
Zvi Yekutiel (Kuti), former head of the Zalman Shazar Center, and Ms.
Michal Nakar, the present head of the Center, who agreed to publish the
book. Mr. Yehezkel Hovav was a constant support throughout all the
process of editing and printing the book. My thanks are also due to Dr.
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