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Preface

This is one of two volumes presented to Professor Shmuel Ettinger upon his
retirement from his teaching duties in the Department of Jewish History at
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. A companion volume, entitled
“Transition and Change in Modern Jewish History” has been published
simultaneously. That volume addresses the issues of nationalism, Zionism
and the return of the Jews to the Land of Israel, and also deals with a variety
of other subjects relating primarily to that of historiography. While the two
volumes have appeared concurrently they are not interdependent, as each
takes up particular issues and is structured accordingly.

The Present volume is organized along chronological lines and contains
three sections: The Early Modern Period, the Nineteenth Century and the
Twentieth Century. The articles were written by scholars from Israel and
abroad and represent different approaches from a variety of disciplines. The
majority of articles are in Hebrew by Israeli contributors with an additional
number in English by scholars from abroad. The editors limited the choice of
subjects and thus were required to reject certain studies; these will almost
certainly be published elsewhere.

The two volumes of the collection are an expression of the gratitude and
admiration felt for Professor Ettinger by his colleagues, students, readers
and audiences; indeed by all those interested in the study of Jewish history.

The Editors

Jerusalem, Summer 1987
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