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Dichotomies in Ancient Jewish History

NP'NYN DTN AMI0O0'NA NINOVIKJIE NMY

NOMY INAT 'ON9 NN
N'J22N NINYINN

17:30 - 16:00 V"IV D!
20.10.2009 :AN'NON TVID

The Second Temple period moved the Jews from an eastern
world into a western one, in which Greeks were the Jews’
most significant others. But Greek culture was universalistic,
and invited the Jews to opt in — which required them to
choose to accept the invitation, to decline it, or to place
themselves somewhere along a continuum between those
two extremes. Similarly, the Greeks, and especially their
Roman successors, made political demands upon the Jews,
demanding sovereignty in what had once been a Jewish
land — and here too the Jews had to decide whether to
acquiesce, to resist, or to find some middle ground. Each
response, whether cultural or political, had its costs and
benefits, as well as its exponents and its opponents, and
each was part of a larger approach to being a person and
a Jew in this world. The six sessions of the series will,
accordingly, address the basic choices that had to be made,
the relationships between the political issues and the cultural
issues, the often dichotomous responses that were made —
whether in literature, in law, or on the ground — and their
.implications for the nature of Judaism and its history

20.10.09 Judaeans vs. Jews

27.10.09 First Maccabees vs. Second Maccabees
3.11.09  Priestly Judaism vs. Hellenistic Judaism
10.11.09 Particularism vs. Universalism in Qumran

17.11.09 Josephus’s Judaean War vs. his
Antiquities of the Jews

6. 24.11.09 Priests vs. Rabbis
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